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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. The preamble of the claims states that 
either only the apparatus or the combination of the apparatus and ladder are being 
claimed, while positive limitations to the ground appear to be claiming a 
combination with the ground. In claim 5, the positive limitation to tiie ladder 
suggests that a combination with the ladder is being claimed although the preamble 
of claim 1 states that only the apparatus is being claimed thus rendering the claims 
indefinite. Correction is required. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Fredriksen. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2,5 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fredriksen. To use a plurality of bolts to enhance the attachment of his 
stabilizer, and to make the length of his member less than 12 inches depending on 
the size of the stabilizer desired, would have been an obvious mechanical 
expediency. The examiner takes official notice that the use of rubber stop to 
provide a frictional contact is a conventional practice, and to provide a rubber stop 
to the distal end of the member 7, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made in view of the conventional practice. 

Claims 9-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nelson in view of Fredriksen. Nelson shows the claimed ladder with the exception 
of the claimed stabilizer. Fredriksen show the claimed stabilizer. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify to modify Nelson to comprise a stabilizer, as taught by Fredriksen, in 
lieu of his stabilizer at 19, for stabilizing his ladder. To use a plurality of bolts to 
enhance the attachment of the stabilizer, and to make the length of the member less 
than 12 inches depending on the size of the stabilizer desired, would have been an 
obvious mechanical expediency. The examiner takes official notice that the use of 
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rubber stop to provide a frictional contact is a conventional practice, and to provide 
a rubber stop to the distal end of the member 7, would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made in view of the 
conventional practice. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Alvin C. Chin-Shue whose telephone number is 
571-272-6828. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-freeL^ 
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